Course of patients with chronic hepatitis C virus infection undergoing heart transplantation.
The objective of this study was to describe the clinical course of patients with chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection undergoing heart transplantation (HT). Among 499 patients transplanted in our hospital between January 1989 and September 2006, 11 subjects (2.2%) had chronic HCV infection. We analyzed liver function laboratory parameters pretransplantation as well as at 3, 6, 12 months, and last available, pre- and postsurgical hepatobiliary ultrasounds, and mortality. The mean time since HT was 32 +/- 23 months. No abnormalities in the liver parenchyma were observed on the ultrasound examinations performed before or after transplantation. There were 3 deaths (27%), none of which was related to HCV infection. Liver function laboratory parameters remained stable during the follow-up. The clinical course of patients with chronic HCV infection undergoing HT whose presurgical assessment did not show significant liver damage was favorable. No morphological or laboratory abnormalities were observed that would suggest reactivation of the infection during the follow-up.